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Art Unit: 3753 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the 
obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each 
claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order 
for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-3 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Day et al. 

The patent to Day et al. discloses a "modular fluid valve assembly comprising: a 
valve (at spool 40), for controlling fluid flow from an inlet port and an outlet port; a 
control assembly (read at adapter assembly 132 and the electrical terminals attached 
thereto and the inherent control assembly controlling the flow of electrical current to the 
terminals on assembly 132 and the cover 42 of the assembly), said control assembly 
separately connected to said valve to selectively activate said valve; a visual indicator 
(lamp 112, light pipe 108 and lens 110), said visual indicator being electronically 
connected to said control assembly for indicating the activation of said valve, said visual 
indicator including a light source (lamp 112) for emitting light when said valve is 
actuated; and a light pipe (108) disposed adjacent to said light source (1 12; see figure 
14),... wherein said light pipe (108) facilitates viewing of the activation of said light 
source (112)' as recited in claim 1 . 
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Thus the patent to Day et al. discloses all the claimed features with the exception 
of having the "light pipe being removable attached to said control assembly". 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the light pipe 108 removable for the purpose of cleaning , 
repair or replacement of that light pipe, since it has been held that constructing a 
formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Dulberg, 289 F.2d 522, 523, 129 USPQ 348, 349 (CCPA 1961). 

Equating the Courts position in Dulberg to the above, whether the light pipe 108 
of Day et al. is made manually removable depends upon whether it is desired to gain 
ready access to the light pipe or the interior of the light pipe. If it were considered 
desirable for any reason, such as to clean, replace or repair the light pipe 108, to obtain 
access to the light pipe of Day et al., it would be obvious to make the light pipe 108 
removable for that purpose. That could be done by anyone having the ordinary skills of 
this art simply by making the fit within the bore in cap 42 in which the light pipe 108 is fit 
sufficiently loose to permit the ready manual removal of the light pipe 108. No specific 
prior art teaching would be necessary to show that operation. 

Regarding claim 2, the valve of Day et al. is electrically operable. 

Regarding claim 3, the inherent circuit board controlling the electrical current to 
operate the valve is electronically connected, by wire, to the electrical terminals in the 
adapter assembly 132. 

Regarding claim 22, the reasoning applied above to claim 1 applies here as well. 

Regarding claims 23 and 24, to employ any known type of connection to hold the 
light pipe in the bore in the cap 42, such as a "press fit" or removable "snap fit" would be 
an obvious design expedient in the act of making the light pipe 108 of Day et al. 
removable for cleaning, repair or replacement purposes for the purpose of retaining the 
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light pie within the hole preventing the light pie 108 from accidentally or inadvertently 
falling out and breaking. 

Claims 4-6, 11-12, 18-21 and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Day et al. as applied to claims 1-3 and 22-24 above, further in 
view of Smith et al. 

The patent to Day et al., as modified, discloses all the claimed features with the 
exception of having a plurality of modules fluidly connected together to form a manifold. 

The patent to Smith et al. discloses that it is known in the art to employ a plurality 
of individual valve modules, each including its own operative valve and "LED" light type 
indicator 64, for the purpose of supplying fluid to and returning fluid from several 
individual locations from a central supply line and to a central return line and indicating 
whether or not the valve is operative. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ in Day et al. several of the valve modules fluidly 
connected together for the purpose of supplying fluid to and returning fluid from several 
individual locations from a central supply line and to a central return line as recognized 
by Smith et al. Substitution of an "LED" type lamp for the "lamp" 1 12 of Day et al. is 
considered to be a full mechanical and functional equivalent. 

Claims 7-10, 13-17 and 30-32 ,are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, . but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,873 
Art Unit: 3753 



Page 5 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Rivell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4918. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Gene Mancene can be reached on (571) 272-4930. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR. system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). (] ) /O > /f] 

/JohnKivfell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 

jr. 



